
 
June, 2009 
COMMODORE’S COMMENTS 
Ahoy MCYC Skippers and First Mates. 
Are we having fun yet? OK, the 
Memorial Weekend Cruise didn’t work 
out as planned, but those that chose to 
have a great time didn’t waste the 
opportunity to get away and enjoy the 
weekend with good friends. As PCX2 
Mike would say, Hadley’s �  Coon 
Island � . Thanks to our very good 
friends from the St Helens Yacht Club 
who shared their dock space at Coon 
Island with crews and boats from 
MCYC. St Helens Yacht Club, 
ROCKS, yes they do. After Coon 
Island, Orion and her newest crew 
member, “TEDDY”  
 

 
 
headed out for sea. With Orion’s sail 
covers removed and the sails ready to 
be hoisted we found a constant head 
wind and such a swift current that she 
still made Astoria in less than eight 
hours. Which reminds me, with this 
high water there is a lot of debris and 
logs in the river. Not all of it on the 
surface. That little twig you see in the 
water in front of you may have 
something much larger attached to it, 
beware!  

   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Commodore’s Comments, Con’t 
 From Astoria to Cathlamet we caught 
up with old friends and made some new 
ones. Cathlamet Yacht Club (CYC) 
now proudly flies their burgee at 
Elochoman Marina. As we pulled in to 
the marina, a few CYC members gave 
Orion and crew a very warm welcome 
and assistance with her lines. I’m 
looking forward to our cruise to 
Cathlamet in July. Jackie (the 
harbormistress) has done some 
wonderful things at their marina and 
visiting clubs will be pleasantly 
surprised. Wow, I haven’t got to June 
yet. I’m really looking forward to the 
month and as many events we can get 
to. We’ll see you all at St Helens next 
week. <<CC Charley>> 

First Lady’s Comments 
   Wow, was the last two or three weeks 
a tease or what? Had to turn the A/C 
on, put the SPF 45 on the Commodores 
(ahem)...areas? Then it’s June, the sky 
turns grey, the Portland Rose Festival 
begins, the flowers in the garden begin 
to bloom and the Commodore starts his 
annual teak projects on Orion. I myself 
have found that raising our new puppy, 
Teddy, is no more different than caring 
for an infant child. He get you up in the 
middle of the night and sleeps all day. 
However, Teddy’s new babysitter has 
things under control: 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
First Lady’s Comments, Con’t 
Remember to attend the Ladies Dinners 
at Willamette and the Dolphin Yacht 
Clubs. Keep your schedule free on the 
27th for my 30th anniversary of my 25th 
birthday at the MCYC clubhouse. 
Further information will be sent out 
soon. <<First Lady Linda>> 

Social Director’s Comments 
Hello to all of our friends at MCYC.  In 
case you have not heard the news, Joel 
has been offered a very good job in 
New Hampshire and we have decided 
that career-wise it would be a mistake 
not to take it.  June will be our last 
month at MCYC.  Being a part of this 
great club made our time here in 
Oregon really memorable and we will 
miss you all.  Please know that you are 
not getting rid of us forever.  Joel IS 
married to a Flight Attendant, after all, 
and gets to fly for free, so we will be 
back for big events like the 
Commodore’s Ball, and hopefully for 
Clayton and Betty’s big party!  Also, 
we plan to have a guest room, so if you 
ever yearn to see the fall colors in New 
England give us a call. 
   Getting back to club events, if you are 
reading this before Friday night, June 
5th, don’t forget the Louie Louie dinner 
and Martini Madness cocktail hour.  If 
you are reading this after Fri. the 5th, I 
hope you went and had a good time, it 
sounds like it’s going to be a blast! 
   The following weekend, June 12th, 
13th and 14th is the cruise to St. Helen’s 
city docks, hosted by the Clarks, 
Heuers and Houghtellings.  They will 
be doing a potluck breakfast on the 
dock on Saturday and dinner on 
Saturday night will be at the Plantation 
House restaurant.  Be sure to e mail 
your hosts if you are going so they 
know how many tables to reserve for 
dinner! 
    
 



 
 
MCYC Calendar, JUN-AUG 09 
6/11/09 Ladies’ Dinner, WYC 
6/12-14/09 St Helens Cruise 
   @ St Helens City Docks 
 
6/17/09 General Meeting  
6/18/09 Ladies’ Dinner, DYC    
6/27/09 White’s Party, var. 
   celebrations. 
 
7/1/09 Board Meeting 
 
7/4/09 Independence Day 
 
7/15/09 General Meeting 
 
7/17-19/09 Cathlamet Cruise 
   Bald Eagle Days 
 
8/5/09 Board Meeting 
 
8/7-9/09 Sandy Island Cruise 
   @ Goble (anchor out) 
 
8/19/09 General Meeting 

Social Director, Con’t from P.1 
   Our last event for June is the birthday 
party that Teri White is throwing for 
Mike White and Linda Jensen on 
Saturday June 27th.  They plan to have 
a band and it sounds like a lot of fun, so 
be sure you put it on your calendar, you 
won’t want to miss it! 
   Joel and I will be at the June general 
meeting, so we will have a chance to 
say goodbye to everyone.  Hope to see 
you all there. <<SD Robin & Joel>> 

SUMMERTIME AT MCYC  
Special to the Chatter by Joyce Speight 
   What a great time to celebrate our 
friendships, our beautiful facility and 
the outstanding weather that the 
northwest brings us in August! 
   At the April meeting, while looking 
at the calendar of events, I was 
surprised to see that there was a huge 
void in summer parties scheduled at 
MCYC.  “Louie, Louie” and then the 
golf tournament in September.  Yes, I 
know that there are private parties 
planned (i.e the White/Jensen, Gardner, 
and Baldwin) that are gracious enough 
to invite the membership of MCYC, but 
these are not club functions.  Planning a 
social function at MCYC allows you to 
know how everything in the clubhouse 
works and more importantly to get to  

 
 
Party Special Report, Con’t 
know your fellow members in a whole 
new way.  Develop new friendships, 
have fun, and volunteer. 
   On August 29 we are having a party 
at MCYC and the Atens, Fasels, and 
Speights, want you to be a part of the 
planning process.  Club Policy (#7 in 
the roster) states that each member is 
responsible to Chair or Co-chair (Host) 
one party per year.  This is your 
chance!  We don’t bite and we 
welcome all of your ideas.  The only 
thing we know for sure is that we have 
invited the Rose City Classics Car Club 
to join us and they love to party and 
show off their vintage cars.  Menu is to 
be decided, timing too, games or no 
games?  Please call Joyce Speight at 
503-241-2885 (w), 503-286-3781 
(home) or 503-880-1904 (cell) to 
volunteer.  The more the merrier.  We 
adopted this same philosophy for the 
Christmas ships party and now, with 
each of 6 or 7 couples taking 
responsibility for 1 part of the event, it 
is a pleasure for us spread the holiday 
cheer.  Yes, we have all fulfilled our 
club responsibility for the year, but this 
is too good an opportunity to pass up 
and let’s face it the revenue from our 
social events is an integral part of our 
budget. 
   Waiting for the phone to ring…Joyce 
Speight 

Editor’s Comments 
Wow! Just Wow! Where to begin? A 
major month just passed under the keel! 
   We started the month with Opening 
Day, then a period of introspection as a 
result of our standings at that event, and 
what followed it. The Hadley’s Cruise 
turned into the Coon Island cruise, and 
was small but lively. We had a corker 
of a severe thunderstorm hit the club in 
the past week, and that ain’t all. 
   Some news you can use: the Internet 
is up and running so you can bring your 
laptop when you come and keep in 
touch with the wider world, if that’s 
what you do. If not, feel free to just 
enjoy the club. The Internet works both 
in the clubhouse and on M and C Rows. 
It is a WiFi system, with a password. 
Anyone who is connected can give it to 
you. There are all sorts of boating-
related things on the Internet for you.    

   
 
Editor’s comments, Continued 
The Columbia County Sheriff passed 
the word that since he has to cut his 
budget 36%, he is abandoning his River 
Patrol section. This will likely result in 
zero wake enforcement for our area of 
the Channel as well as for the critical 
area between St Helens and Sand Island 
(and Rainier, Goble, etc). Don’t bother 
trying to call the Coasties, either, since 
9-11-01 they are a military arm, and 
don’t do much marine law enforcement 
anymore. The State Police Fish & 
Game folks ARE still out there, but I 
have seen their boat in the Channel 
exactly once in about 7 years. The 
Multnomah County Sheriff MIGHT be 
persuaded to extend patrols down to 
our club, but that’s iffy. If we start 
getting swamped by wakes at MCYC, I 
might try some citizen’s enforcement 
by video camera coupled with the 
citizen complaint procedure. We’ll see. 
   Another thing that some of us became 
aware of last Thursday was how well or 
not well our boats were moored in their 
slips at MCYC. We had probable 60-
mph wind gusts and according to Brian 
it was pretty wild out there for a while. 
   There’s a simple solution for this: 
adequate lines, sufficient fendering and 
proper tying of the lines to the boat’s 
and the dock’s cleats. 
   Dock lines are rated by “breaking 
strength and “working strength”. The 
first is what it takes to break a line, and 
the second is what load you can expect 
to put on a line without damaging it. 
   You should use dock lines of the 
largest diameter that you can properly 
cleat onto your boat’s cleats with a 
cleat hitch, the only hitch which should 
be used because it will not jam itself 
and it does not subtract from the 
strength of the line like other hitches or 
knots do. Just put “cleat hitch” into 
your favorite search engine and there 
will be videos galore on how to do one 
properly. 
   Your Editor is working up a short 
course in lines and cleats. It will be 
taken from Chapman’s Piloting and 
Seamanship, and I’ve taught this course 
several times over the years. I might 
combine it with an introduction to 
anchoring, since we have an anchor-out 
cruise coming up in two months. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


